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Introduction 
‘Everyone connected with Crowborough Athletic Youth FC and football should act in a 
positive, well behaved manner, with fairness, restraint and respect for all involved’ 

The FA and our club are committed to making football a positive and inclusive experience 
for everyone involved in the game, allowing all participants to enjoy the game and 
maximise their ability.  Improving levels of behaviour and respect is one of our top 
priorities. That means not only respect towards match officials at all levels of football, but 
also the conduct of overly-competitive coaches and parents on the sidelines at youth 
games, and general standards of respect between players, coaches, referees and 
spectators.  

Cro wbo ro ugh Athletic Yo uth FC (CAYFC) is o n e o f o n ly  a han dful o f Charter Stan dard 
Co m m un ity  Clubs within  Sussex, Co m m un ity  status is the highest stan dard that a Yo uth club can  
achiev e. All o f o ur m an agers an d assistan ts are at least Lev el 1 q ualified in  fo o tball co achin g an d 
un dertak e co n tin ued p ro fessio n al dev elo p m en t thro ugho ut their co achin g life. All m an agers an d 
assistan ts hav e been  check ed by  the FA CR  Un it an d atten d Safeguardin g Children  
W o rk sho p s, these are ren ewed ev ery  three y ears. The club has a design ated Child W elfare 
Officer who  o v ersees the who le p ro cess an d en sures that the club co n tin ues to  m ain tain  the 
stan dards req uired by  the FA fo r a Charter Stan dard Co m m un ity  Club.  
 
 All o f o ur help ers are un p aid an d giv e up  their tim e thro ugho ut the y ear fo r the ben efit o f the 
y o uth o f Cro wbo ro ugh an d the surro un din g areas. In  additio n  there are a ho st o f ‘back ro o m ’ 
help ers who  deal with adm in istratio n , fun d raisin g, discip lin e, eq uip m en t, k it, p lay ers registratio n , 
en surin g that there are p itches to  p lay  o n , o rgan isatio n  o f o ur an n ual Fiesta etc an d the gen eral 
run n in g o f the club. Yo ur m an ager also  un dertak es all o f the p ap erw o rk  asso ciated with the 
run n in g o f his team  an d m ak in g the arran gem en ts fo r fix tures en surin g that there is a p itch to  p lay  
o n .  

Respect for all involved  
Crowborough Athletic Youth FC is committed to adhering to our ‘Respect Codes of 
Conduct’ and requires everyone involved to act in a positive, well behaved manner, with 
fairness, restraint and respect for all involved – on the pitch, at the side of the pitch and 
away from the pitch. We require everyone to abide by our codes as demanded by The 
Football Association.  

Our co des are based o n  tho se fro m  the FA, which m ay  be rev ised fro m  tim e to  tim e an d can  be 
seen  at the FA’s website at: http ://www.thefa.co m /TheFA/Resp ect/Co deso fCo n duct.  

Dealing with Respect Codes of Conduct Breaches  
Failure to act in a positive, well behaved manner, with fairness, restraint and respect for all 
involved, failure to abide by the codes may cause disciplinary actions to be taken which 
may lead to sanctions ranging from ‘a gentle word’, warnings, temporary exclusion to 
permanent exclusion. Disciplinary issues of any kind will be dealt with by the disciplinary 
committee in a fair and appropriate way and will include extensive consultation with all 
involved. 

Everyone involved has the right to make comments, offer advice, raise issues and make 
complaints. We ask issues to be raised respectfully, preferably after play has finished and 
not on the touchline during play. Issues may be raised verbally, or in writing. Normally 
issues should be discussed with the team manager but issues can also be raised by 
writing to the chairman, who will deal with it in an appropriate way.  



 
Respect Codes of Conduct: Young Players (Mini-Soccer) 
It is important everyone behaves themselves when playing football. 

As a p lay er, y o u hav e a big p art to  p lay . That's why  we are ask in g ev ery  p lay er to  fo llo w these  
‘Resp ect Co des o f Co n duct’. 

When playing football, I will: 

• Alw ay s do  m y  best, ev en  if we're lo sin g o r the o ther team  is stro n ger 

• Play  fairly  - I w o n 't cheat, co m p lain  o r waste tim e 

• Nev er be rude to  m y  team -m ates, the o ther team , the referee, sp ectato rs o r m y  
co ach/team  m an ager 

• o  what the referee tells m e 

• Shak e han ds with the o ther team  an d referee at the en d o f the gam e 

• Listen  to  m y  co ach/team  m an ager an d resp ect what he/she say s 

• Talk  to  so m eo n e I trust, fo r ex am p le m y  p aren ts o r the club welfare o fficer if I'm  un hap p y  
abo ut an y thin g at m y  club. 

I understand that breaches of the codes may result in action being taken by my Club 
and/or my League and/or my County FA and/or The FA.   

 
 
 
 



 
Respect Codes of Conduct: Older Players (11-a-side) 
We all have a responsibility to promote high standards of behaviour in the game. 

Play ers tell the FA they  wan t a referee fo r ev ery  m atch, y et 7 ,000 m atch o fficials dro p  o ut each 
seaso n  because o f the abuse an d in tim idatio n  they  receiv e o n  an d o ff the p itch. Respect y o ur 
referee an d help  us get o n e fo r ev ery  m atch this seaso n . 

Play  y o ur p art an d fo llo w these ‘Resp ect Co des o f Co n duct’ fo r p lay ers at all tim es. 

On and off the field, I will: 

• Alw ay s act in  a p o sitiv e, well behav ed m an n er, with fairn ess, restrain t an d resp ect fo r all 
in v o lv ed  –  p lay ers, co aches, o fficials, p aren ts an d sp ectato rs  

• Adhere to  the Law s o f the Gam e 

• isp lay  an d p ro m o te high stan dards o f behav io ur 

• Pro m o te fair p lay  an d behav e within  the sp irit o f the Law s o f the Gam e 

• Alw ay s resp ect the m atch o fficials' decisio n s 

• Nev er en gage in  p ublic criticism  o f the m atch o fficials 

• Nev er en gage in  o ffen siv e, in sultin g o r abusiv e lan guage o r behav io ur 

• Av o id bully in g, in tim idatio n  an d p o o r behav io ur 

• Sp eak  to  m y  team -m ates, the o p p o sitio n  an d m y  co ach/m an ager with resp ect 

• Ask  m y  team  cap tain  to  talk  to  the referee if I hav e a p ro blem  relatin g to  the gam e 

• Rem em ber we all m ak e m istak es 

• Shak e han ds with the o p p o sin g team  an d the m atch o fficials at the en d o f ev ery  gam e 

I understand that breaches of the codes may result in action being taken by my Club 
and/or my League and/or my County FA and/or The FA.   



 
Respect Codes of Conduct: Parents/Guardians/Spectators 
We all have a responsibility to promote high standards of behaviour in the game. 

This club is sup p o rtin g The FA's Resp ect p ro gram m e to  en sure fo o tball can  be en jo y ed by  
ev ery o n e in  a safe an d p o sitiv e en v iro n m en t. 

 As already  m en tio n ed, all o f o ur help ers are un p aid an d giv e up  their tim e thro ugho ut the y ear fo r 
the ben efit o f the y o uth o f Cro wbo ro ugh an d the surro un din g areas.  
 
The selectio n  an d substitutio n  o f p lay ers are p erhap s the m o st difficult asp ects o f m an agin g a 
team  an d it is im p o ssible to  p lease ev ery o n e. The m an ager’s decisio n  has to  be accep ted. As a 
club we do  n o t so lely  chase tro p hies, we try  to  be fair, but when  m o v in g fro m  Min i So ccer to  11-a-
side then  team s beco m e m o re co m p etitiv e, o ften  a cause o f p ro blem s. All o f o ur m an agers, 
co aches, o fficials, an d referees deserv e the resp ect o f p aren ts an d sp ectato rs, whether that is o n  
m atch day s o r at train in g, witho ut them  there w o uld be n o  club.  

Play  y o ur p art an d fo llo w these ‘Resp ect Co des o f Co n duct’ fo r sp ectato rs an d p aren ts/guardian s 
at all tim es. 

I will: 

• Alw ay s act in  a p o sitiv e, well behav ed m an n er, with fairn ess, restrain t an d resp ect fo r all 
in v o lv ed  –  p lay ers, co aches, o fficials, p aren ts an d sp ectato rs  

• Rem ain  o utside the field o f p lay  an d behin d the esign ated Sp ectato r Area (where 
p ro v ided) 

• Nev er en gage in , o r to lerate, o ffen siv e, in sultin g o r abusiv e lan guage o r behav io ur 

• Alw ay s resp ect the m atch o fficials' an d co aches’ decisio n s 

• Ap p laud effo rt an d go o d p lay  as well as success 

In addition, when attending youth games I will: 

• Rem em ber that children  p lay  fo r FUN 

• Let the co aches do  their jo b an d n o t co n fuse the p lay ers by  tellin g them  what to  do  

• En co urage the p lay ers to  resp ect the o p p o sitio n  an d m atch o fficials 

• Nev er criticise a p lay er fo r m ak in g a m istak e - m istak es are p art o f learn in g 

I understand that breaches of the codes may result in action being taken by my Club 
and/or my League and/or my County FA and/or The FA.   

 

 



 
Respect Codes of Conduct: Coaches 
We all have a responsibility to promote high standards of behaviour in the game. 

In  The FA's surv ey  o f o v er 3 7 ,000 grassro o ts p articip an ts, behav io ur was the biggest co n cern  in  
the gam e. This in cluded bo th the abuse o f m atch o fficials an d the un accep table behav io ur by  
o v er co m p etitiv e p aren ts, sp ectato rs an d co aches o n  the sidelin es. 

The FA's Resp ect p ro gram m e is aim ed at tack lin g un accep table behav io ur acro ss the who le 
gam e. Play  y o ur p art an d fo llo w these ‘Resp ect Co des o f Co n duct’ fo r co aches, team  m an agers 
an d club o fficials at all tim es. 

I will: 

• Alw ay s act in  a p o sitiv e, well behav ed m an n er, with fairn ess, restrain t an d resp ect fo r all 
in v o lv ed  –  p lay ers, co aches, o fficials, p aren ts an d sp ectato rs  

• Adhere to  the Law s o f the Gam e 

• isp lay  an d p ro m o te high stan dards o f behav io ur 

• Alw ay s resp ect the m atch o fficials' decisio n s 

• Nev er en ter the field o f p lay  witho ut the referee's p erm issio n  

• Nev er en gage in  p ublic criticism  o f the m atch o fficials 

• Nev er en gage in , o r to lerate, o ffen siv e, in sultin g o r abusiv e lan guage o r behav io ur. 

When working with players, I will: 

• Place the well-bein g, safety  an d en jo y m en t o f each p lay er abo v e ev ery thin g, in cludin g 
win n in g 

• Ex p lain  ex actly  w hat I ex p ect o f p lay ers an d what they  can  ex p ect fro m  m e 

• En sure the p aren ts/carers o f all p lay ers un der the age o f 18 un derstan d these ex p ectatio n s 

• Refrain  fro m , an d refuse to  to lerate an y  fo rm  o f bully in g 

• ev elo p  m utual trust an d resp ect with ev ery  p lay er to  build their self-esteem  

• En co urage each p lay er to  accep t resp o n sibility  fo r their o w n  behav io ur an d p erfo rm an ce 

• En sure all activ ities I o rgan ise are ap p ro p riate fo r the p lay ers' ability  lev el, ex p erien ce, age 
an d m aturity  

• Co -o p erate fully  w ith o thers in  fo o tball (e.g. o fficials, do cto rs, p hy sio therap ists, welfare 
o fficers) fo r each p lay er's best in terests 

I understand that breaches of the codes may result in action being taken by my Club 
and/or my League and/or my County FA and/or The FA.   

 
 



Respect Codes of Conduct: CAYFC Match Officials 
We all have a responsibility to promote high standards of behaviour in the game. 

The behav io ur o f the m atch o fficials has an  im p act, directly  an d in directly , o n  the co n duct o f 
ev ery o n e in v o lv ed in  the gam e - bo th o n  the p itch an d o n  the sidelin es. 

Play  y o ur p art an d fo llo w these ‘Resp ect Co des o f Co n duct’ fo r m atch o fficials at all tim es. 

When officiating I will: 

• Alw ay s act in  a p o sitiv e, well behav ed m an n er, with fairn ess, restrain t an d resp ect fo r all 
in v o lv ed  –  p lay ers, co aches, o fficials, p aren ts an d sp ectato rs  

• e ho n est an d co m p letely  im p artial at all tim es, irresp ectiv e o f the team s, p lay ers o r team  
o fficials in v o lv ed in  the m atch 

• Ap p ly  the Law s o f the Gam e an d co m p etitio n  rules fairly  an d co n sisten tly  

• Man age the gam e in  a p o sitiv e, calm  an d co n fiden t m an n er 

• eal w ith all in stan ces o f v io len ce, aggressio n , un sp o rtin g behav io ur, fo ul p lay  an d o ther 
m isco n duct 

• No t to lerate o ffen siv e, in sultin g o r abusiv e lan guage o r behav io ur fro m  p lay ers an d o fficials 

• Sup p o rt m y  m atch o fficial co lleagues at all tim es 

• Set a p o sitiv e p erso n al ex am p le by  p ro m o tin g go o d behav io ur an d sho w in g resp ect to  
ev ery o n e in v o lv ed in  the gam e 

• Co m m un icate with the p lay ers an d en co urage fair p lay  

• Resp o n d in  a clear, calm  an d co n fiden t m an n er to  an y  ap p ro p riate req uest fo r clarificatio n  
by  the team  cap tain s 

• Prep are p hy sically  an d m en tally  fo r ev ery  m atch 

• Co m p lete an d subm it, accurate an d co n cise rep o rts within  the tim e lim it req uired fo r gam es 
in  which I o fficiate 

I understand that breaches of the codes may result in action being taken by my Club 
and/or my League and/or my County FA and/or The FA.   

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 


